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TIPS ON HOW TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF 
GETTING PUBLISHED 

1. Abstract should capture readers’ attention with clear 
description of what the paper is presenting and what are 
the outcomes.

2. Valid assessment of results, demonstrating  what is being 
proposed does improve student learning (e.g. use of 
before & after test scores or control & experimental group 
for comparison).

3. Methodology – ensure your methods are suitable for your 
research questions. (Are my methods able to collect data 
and evidences to provide me the results I need?)

4. The paper should be readable: 

• Minimum spelling and grammar errors.

• Follow a logical presentation format.  
 

• If your native language is not English, it is advisable for 
you to �nd a native speaker or someone who is good 
in English to proofread the initial draft of your paper.

• Some journals have a word and page limit, ensure that 
you are within these limits.

• Most journals prefer jargon free writing, thus, write as 
simple and to the point as possible.

5. Demonstrate what is original and new about your research. 
Highlight the contribution of your work to the �eld.

6. Peer review by your colleagues. Welcome advice from 
people around you with potential valuable input. No 
matter how competent you feel, having your work seen 
through a di�erent lens may help to spot �aws that you 
have not been able to identify.

7. Aim high, but not too high. Aiming for top journals with 
research �ndings that are not groundbreaking will lead to 
a lot of rejections and time wasting.

PREPARING MANUSCRIPT FOR SUBMISSION – GENERAL STRUCTURE OF A JOURNAL ARTICLE
 Section  Components  Purpose 

Title page Title

Abstract

Keywords

• Attract readers’ attention.

• Useful Tips: Be speci�c, keep it informative & concise.

• Tell readers what has been done & what are the main �ndings.

• Used as an index for your manuscript.

Main text Introduction

Literature Review

Methods

Results

Discussion

• Provide a context to convince readers that you clearly know why your work is useful.

• Report the results of previous research that has been carried out on your topic 
of interest

• Provide su�cient detail about your study to enable readers to evaluate its 
appropriateness or replicate your study.

• Typically made up of 3 sub-sections: participants, materials/testing 
instruments, procedures.

• Present to readers what have you found.

• Figures and/or tables are used to present �ndings when appropriate.

• Summarize signi�cant �ndings.

• Interpret your �ndings: Explain to readers what the results mean.

• Compare results to previous research.

• Discuss the implications of your study.

Conclusion • Include a brief restatement of the di�erent sub-sections in the main text.

• Conclude the overall discussion & implication.

• Highlight how your research contributes to the current knowledge in the �eld 
and recommend further research.

References • Present the list of publications you cited in the main text.

Appendix • Attach any supporting materials (e.g. survey).


